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CDs/DVD: Notes on Some Feb. 3 Releases [updated 2/6/09]

[ By Andy Propst on Feb 6, 2009 | In AT'W Reviews | Send feedback =

Today, a host of new items of interest to theater fans hit store shalves. I'va
had a chanes to preview most of them, so here are some brisf thoughts.

Rent: Filmed Live on Broadway - the final performances of Jonathan
Larson's multi-award winning show was captured in HD and subsequently
show in movie theatars around the country. As vou might imagine, it locks
good and sounds great on disc and depending on which version you buy
(DVD or Blu-Ray from Sony Pictures &7, the recordad show comes with a
host of bonus features. I've spun through the cnes that come on the DVD
and admit to having a penchant for watching the folks as they wait on line
for the ticket lottery on the show's last day. There's something about the
teans and then the young adults, whe'va literally grown up with the show,
talk about the musical that gets to me. 4lso, the mini-decumentary abeout
"The Final Days on Broadway" is quite satisfying.

Ancther Broadway performance that's been captured (sort of) is from
Hybrid Recordings &'. It's Liza's at the Palace..., a two-disc set that
preserves the songs that Minnelli performed during her limited engagement
at Broadway's Palace Theatre ower the holidays. The lagendary performer
sounds even better on these studio recordings than she did in the theatar.
The diction on "If ¥You Hadn't, But ¥ou Did," a little Blurry when heard live
and amplifiad, is parfect hera. Similarly, the strain of singing the full-tweo act
piece in one night, which crept in during the second half of the shew, when
Minnelli pays tribute to godmother Kay Thompson, is complataly absant.
For those who managed to ses the show, these discs will be a terrific
kespsake, and for thosse who were unable to see Minnelli, the discs will cnly
make them even sorrier they didn't.
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Use the calendar above ko find
AT Mews & Reviews for a
specific day, or use the list to the
right ko go ko a specific review or
article, The site's updated 3-4
times a day generally, For you
convenience, links below will take
wou to ATWTophews (a quick
listing of links to some of the
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ATWClips (the complete digest of
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= ATW Digest - Mottage's Blackburn-Mominated
Ruined'Bows in MY - read the reviews [updated
2}17(09]

=+ ATW Digest - Shipmrecked! opens off-Broadway
- read the reviews [updated 2/17/09]

» AT Digest - Lo Kanya opens - read the
reviews [updated 2/17/09]

= ATW Digest - Moses' 'Love/Stories’ opens at the
Flea - read the reviews

=+ ATW Review - 'Love/Stories’ - Romance, At of
Theater Shrewdly Explored

= AT'W Review - [ pgia - Emotions Threaten to
Breach the Border

+ ATW Digest - Hime Standr SElfin CA - read the
revigns

= ATW Digest - LaBuke's Wiecks opens in London -
read the reviews

= A Mew Approach to ATWTophews

# Footlight Recards Rises from the Ashes

+ ATW Review - Lok Fanya - There Are Moments
to Savor in This Uneven Chekhow

= Anne Hathaway to Star in Public's Summertime
Twalfth Aight,; Akalaite fo Stage The Sacchae

= ATW Digest - Mamohi aiming For Broadway,
playing in Seattle - read the reviews

= Randy Harrison, Stephen DeRosa, David
Garrison Slaked For Berkshire Theatre Festival's
Season




