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by Chris Castro
Why do bands wear sunglasses?  Is

it because of all the flashing bright lights?
To hide reefer induced red-eye?  Or is it
just because it looks so damn cool?
Regardless of the reason, the five
Swedish hipsters of Mando Diao look
damn good in them, making their look a
perfect complement to their sugary, jittery
garage rock sound.

Mando Diao formed when all their band
members were in their mid-teens, in 1996.
Knowing they were bound to make it big,
the group decided early on that one of
the most important things any band
should do is evolve past being friends
rocking out and develop a close knit circle,
a Corleone-like mob mentality of sorts.
Not caring who or what they signed with,
the band was picked up by EMI in 2002
after hearing several demos and learning
of the band’s voracious appetite for live
shows (150 per year).

The group’s first album, Bring ’Em In,
is a self-described demo release that
turned them into a hit in Japan. 2004’s
Hurricane Bar went gold in several
European countries. Now their latest
album, Ode To Ochrasy, has the biggest
hits the band has seen. Jammed with
psychedelic keys, jittery, jagged-edge
guitars and a pounding rhythm section,
the album has an unstoppable driving
nature behind it bound to propel the
cigarette-tinged vocals into a listener’s
ears like a rocket.

On May 14, Mando Diao will be
performing at NYC’s Bowery Ballroom
and on May 16, they’ll be at Maxwell’s in
Hoboken, NJ.They’ll be playing alongside
Pop Levi and The Films on both nights.
Tickets are $15 for The Bowery Ballroom
show and it’s 18+ to get in, and doors open
at 7:30 p.m.The Maxwell’s show is open
to all ages and tickets are $13. For more
info, visit myspace.com/mandodiao

by Rich Mendez
The virtual reality world has always

been looked at with amazement and
wonder. In the same aspect, the new
age of internet exploration has also
soared to new heights. When
combined, it makes for a hell of a
medium. Exploiting this new craze
is Buddahead, an alt-rock band who
are currently causing great buzz in
and outside of the virtual world.On
May 10, Buddahead will step outside
of the computer screen into the
Canal Room in NYC. But, in their
hopes to not stray away any loyal
viewers, their show will also be
available on Second Life via
Virtualive.tv.

The inspiration for the name
Buddahead was a nickname from
a friend. The group itself shares an

ambitious and warm style of music.
In the past, tours have taken them
to places like Bonnaroo in 2003.
They cut their first LP, Crossing The
Invisible Line, the next year. Now
they have become one of the
innovators of Virtualive.

Virtualive is a concert series where
musicians and virtual worlds connect.
The purpose of Virtualive is to match
real world and virtual world talent
into a concert and present it in both
real venues as well as via the internet.
This concert series is a place to hear
fresh, new, independent talent among
the world of cyberspace. Also, the
band is currently working on releasing
their sophomore album.

The Canal Room is located at 285
W. Broadway. For more info, log on
to buddaheadmusic.com
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by Chris Castro
Undoubtedly, the easiest way to

make the PMRC wet their overly
uptight pants is to set up three of the
harshest bands from one of the
harshest music genres with an entire
east coast tour. Then, just to make
things even better, title it “Antichrist
Vanguards.”The Antichrist Vanguards
East Coast Tour 2007 will be stopping
in NYC at B.B. King’s on May 14
featuring Angel Corpse, Watain and
Nachtmystium.

First and foremost, Nachtmystium
is not a black metal band. Driven by
dark musical visions, they refer to no
scene, no genre and no clique for their
inspiration. Hailing from Illinois,
Nachtmystium have released 11
albums in the past seven years (not
counting live albums and best of
compilations). Sinister and haunting,
the band’s murky atmosphere and
brooding creations are the stuff of
nightmares.

Angel Corpse formed in the fall of

1995. Blessed with hellfire blastbeats
and a crazed obsession with all things
dark, some of their first dates were
supporting extreme metal pioneers
Impaled Nazarene. Having played
with greats such as Immortal and
Cannibal Corpse, Angel Corpse know
the best in the business and have
hence found their niche alongside
them with their own bludgeoning music.

Coming off of the Fuck The World
tour, Watain boast membership of the
fine Swedish elite of black metal.
Formed of only three members
mysteriously named E, P and H,
Watain have embarked on several
European tours alongside thrash
legends such as Celtic Frost and
Kreator.Dangerous and blood soaked,
Watain claim dedication to the
performance of black metal in its
original form—passionate and magical.

B.B.King’s is located on 237 West
42nd St. in NYC. The show is set to
start at 10:30 p.m. For more info, visit
myspace.com/angelcorpse666

gig
watch

5/9—Cool Hand Luke, Hamilton St.
Café, Bound Brook, NJ

5/11—The Burden Brothers,The
Court Tavern, New Brunswick, NJ

5/12—Mother Leeds, Axis Lounge,
Carlstadt, NJ

5/12—Amber Pacific, School Of
Rock East, S. Hackensack, NJ

5/11—Kelly Flint, Unitarian Church,
Montclair, NJ

mando diao

by Rich Mendez
The world of art involves many

different means of expression
besides music. Whether it comes
from poets, painters, musicians, or
sculptors, all of these forms of art
share a certain bond with each
other. Just ask former Concrete
Blonde lead singer Johnette
Napolitano who can tell you that
from experience. Now on her own
and working towards a new
successful solo career, this
renowned singer-songwriter will be
getting ready to share with the world
her newest musical creation. On
May 16 at the Canal Room in NYC,
Napolitano will be playing in front
of a live crowd while debuting her
first official solo release, Scarred.

Napolitano is best known as the
lead singer in the ’80s and early
’90s rock band Concrete Blonde.
Her emotional and fiery presence

is what’s always attracted her
audience to her. Now on her own,
she still incorporates that same feel
into her songs. Although, this time
it’s more about her than anyone
else. Recently, the release of her
album has been at the top of her
to-do list.

Her new compilation features
influences from different artists
as well. Joining her on her new
album are Danny Lohner (former
member of Nine Inch Nails, A Perfect
Circle) as well as Will Crewdson
and Sultan Ahmed of the British
band Catfish Scar. In addition to
Scarred, Johnette has also been
creating soundtracks for movies.
Her songs have been featured in
movies such as Dead Silence,
Underworld and Wicker Park.

The Canal Room is located at
285 W. Broadway. For more info,
log on to johnettenapolitano.com
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